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September Meeting: 
Back To School  

Meetings: 
 
 

Second Monday of 
every month except 
December 

 
—— 

Angelo’s on Main 
 

289 South Main Street 
West Hartford. 

 
(I-84 exit 41) 

I t’s back to school time, so our theme this month is “Magic done with back-to-school supplies.”  
Educate your compeers with effects done with 

anything a schoolchild would use in the classroom.  
Be there when the bell rings on September 12 at 
7:30 PM.  Join the officers for dinner at 6:00 PM. 

Minutes of August 
Meeting 

www.ctmagic.org 

8 August 2011 7:31 PM 
  
Our club VP Jim Bentley presided 
this month and asked that more 
attention be given to our efforts to 
upgrade our monthly newsletter and our club 
website.  The respective committees will meet 
within the month to work out the details. 
Lecture Committee chairman Pat Guida reported 
that Devin Knight is available in November, and 
Eric Jones is still being considered. 
Old Bus.: Rick St. Pierre asked for action on the 
newsletter—implementing the changes that were 
recommended, including making Mordecai’s 
Journal into a CCMA organ.  Jason Abate moved 
that this be done.  Passed.  Jason also urged the 
Website Committee to schedule a meeting.  Mr. 
Bentley added Jason to the committee. 
New. Bus.: On October 27, Dave Garrity and Jim 
Spinnato will perform a Halloween and Hypnotism 
show at the restaurant. 
G&W: Dan Sclare announced that there were a 
handful of scarves left over from a recent tag sale 
and reasonable offers were to be entertained. 
Adjourned 7:53PM 
The magical theme for this month was “Anything 
Goes,” this being summer and the rules are relaxed 
a bit. 
Norman St. Laurent had a card selected and then 
found it using a wind-up squirrel he got at 

15 members 
attending 

 

When Last We Met 

Norm St. Laurent and 
his amazing card-
finding wind-up 
squirrel. 

Borders.  Norman says the toy resembles that weird 
squirrel-rat character from the “Ice Age” films.  Pat 
Guida noted that the last time he went into Borders, 
all the books were open to Chapter 7. 
Dan Sclare showed two ropes and linked them by 
first placing them over his head and behind his 
back. 
Jim Bentley did a cards-across-like trick to add 
three cards to a packet in a spectators hand. 

R ick St. Pierre has taken on the 
responsibility of keeping and updating the 
CCMA / SAM / IBM membership roll.  

Please remember your annual dues of $20 is due in 
September 2011.  Any member who is not paid up 
by the Jan. 2012 meeting will be dropped from the 
membership roster.  Pay at the meeting or mail to: 
46 Bristol St. 
Hartford, CT  06106 

Dues Are Due Once Again 

A t any future meeting, please bring in your membership card (SAM, IBM, or both) so 
the officers can verify your numbers with 

our records.  Thank you. 

Special Request 
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A t 11:30 PM on the first night of the convention, about five dozen of us found seats back in the main ballroom 
for a talk on “Tragic Magic” by Joshua Jay.  Many of 

us had been up since early morning, but this talk was worth 
staying up for.  Joshua gave a multimedia talk on seven 
magicians that had died doing magic.  
He started with Sigmund Neuberger, a/k/a The Great Lafayette 
who died in a theater fire one hundred years ago, in Edinburgh, 
Scotland.  Included among the fallen were Houdini, of course, 
and Chung Ling Soo, who died when the Bullet Catch went 
horribly wrong. 
During his talk, he held his audience spellbound with the 
details of an explosion that blew Balabrega literally to pieces, 
and how Murray Sobel died in a vicious flashpaper explosion.  
(He was transporting a huge quantity of the paper in his van.  
Ashes from his flicked cigarette came back in the van window 
and …) 
This is a subject that Joshua has been researching for years, and 
he presents it masterfully.  He appears to have memorized the 
entire routine and it plays like a theater piece.  He often gives a 
longer version of this talk to museums. 
At the conclusion of the talk, Joshua came down the steps to 
personally present “Threaded Needles From Mouth” to great 
applause. 
As an added bonus, Joshua, mindful of the depressing nature of 
the lecture, intersperses the pictures of the unfortunate 
magicians with pictures of kittens! 

Pittsburgh Conv. News/Photos Cape Cod Holds Magic Festival 

Y armouth, Massachusetts, was the setting for a week-long festival of Magic the last week in August.  Dan 
Sclare sent in this report: 

 
I was there for the week.  Patty let me go because we did not 
lose power.  Mother Nature did affect the schedule.  Some 
things were canceled and there were a couple of no shows, but 
the weather was great Monday through Friday.  There was still 
lots of great magic.  Made some new friends and saw some old 
ones.  Saw Connecticut performers Joe Cabral and PNP Rich 
Dooley.  Saw Cal Vinick and his wife at the Wednesday night 
show.  Looking forward to next year. 
 
The festival benefited the Cape Cod and Islands Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America. 
 
Here’s some excerpts from the pre-show publicity: 
 
Cape Cod Festival of Magic debuts in Yarmouth 
 
The Cape certainly is magical this time of the year, but all of 
next week it will be even more so as the town of Yarmouth 
hosts the inaugural Cape Cod Festival of Magic. The event, 
which runs from Aug. 28 through Sept. 1, will feature 26 of the 
best magicians, illusionists and clown acts from all over New 
England and beyond. 
When conceptualized, the festival was planned to be at most a 
two-day event at the Red Jacket Resort.  But over the year of 
planning it has grown to require a bigger location.  A “Big 
Top” will be erected at the Laurence MacArthur School on 
Route 28 in South Yarmouth.  The festival will feature 2 p.m. 
matinee performances each day aimed at youthful audiences, 
and at 7 o’clock each night there will be shows that will 
entertain young and old alike. 
Markus Steelgrave, one of the main organizers of the 
performers, and his wife and fellow magician Angelique are 
very familiar to Cape Codders.  The couple has been 
entertaining audiences at the Red Jacket Resorts for the past 15 
years.  It was that connection that got them involved with 
helping to put together the festival that is hoped to become a 
Cape tradition. 
“I think audiences are going to be blown away by the talent 
that is going to be displayed” said Steelgrave.  “Once the word 
got out that this was being put together, we got requests from 
some of the best acts from across the country.” 
Steelgrave also stresses that there will be “open” stage time 
where any up-and-coming local magicians can work their craft. 
 
Some of the bigger named acts include the Steelgraves; Tom 
Burgoon, who combines comedy with magic; Marcus the 
Magician, whose act includes doves and a rabbit; Daniel 
Herron and Tom Vorhohan, “The Balloon Men” who create 
incredible balloon art; and renowned magician Artie Kidwell, 
Mark Weidhaas, Bruce Kalver, Rich Archer, John Born, and 
Eric Dittelman. 

Future Conventions 
 
2012 Las Vegas, NV 
2013 Arlington, VA 
2014 St. Louis, MO 
2015 Philladelphia, PA 
 
The 2014 convention, scheduled for July 2-5, will be combined 
with the IBM  for the North American Championship of Magic. 

Late Night Session: Joshua Jay 
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Convention Photos 

The main ballroom.  Note the two giant screens so close-up 
work could be seen by all. 

Maurine Brook Christopher, widow of Milburne Christopher. 

An assemblage of PNPs.  How many can you name? 

Outgoing president Mark Widehaas’ reception. 

Magical apparatus evaluation and auction. 

Scenes from Vinny Grosso’s inaugural party. 
You won’t see THIS in M-U-M! 

The Wednesday morning National Council meeting.  Left to right, Dal Sanders, Christopher Bontjes, Vinny Grosso, Mark 
Widehaas, Marlene Clark, Mary Ann Blowers. 


