
February 2013 

February Meeting: 

Duane Laflin lecture 

F 
ebruary brings us a new lecture from Duane 

Laflin.  The lecture features many trick and 

routine concepts, but is really about the 

transformation of tricks into magical entertainment 

experiences.  It is about using our magic to share 

“the gift of wonder.”  We’re changing our meeting 

date to February 4 for this month.  Don’t miss it! 

9 January 2013 7:32 PM 

  

MI Dan Sclare presiding. 

Sec’ys Rpt. Accepted as published. 

Treasurer's Rpt: submitted. 

Old Bus.: David Oliver wristband sales have 

slowed lately, but over $14,000 has been collected 

so far.  Cal Vinick wanted it on the record that 

Dan, Steve Wronker, and Marlene Clark have 

done a terrific job running the wristband program.  

The benefit show for David is this Saturday.  Dana 

Ring had tickets to sell, but someone bought them 

all before the meeting!  (Thanks, Peter!) 

Cmte. Rpts.: Steve worked with the Boys Club/

Girls Club last Halloween, and he is looking to 

coordinate doing something with them next 

October. 

G&W: Dan made a pitch for Life Membership.  

Marlene praised his efforts to publicize the program 

on a National level. 

Adjourned 7:58 PM 

 

Since we don’t meet in December, we had our 

Christmas Magic tonight. 

President Dan Sclare started out by showing an 

electric tea-light—and then blew it out! 

He also displayed his collection of instant-art props 

that a former fellow-schoolteacher made for him.  

www.ctmagic.org 

15 members 

attending 

 

Minutes of January 

Meeting 

When Last We Met 

Jon Cap displays a strange prop from Pat Guida. 

Meetings: 

 

 

Second Monday of 

every month except 

December 

 

—— 
Angelo’s on Main 

 

289 South Main Street 

West Hartford. 

 

(I-84 exit 41) 

He has one for Christmas, Chanukah, Halloween, 

and others. 

Peter Lennis had all of us take a card apiece 

from a deck.  We each showed him our card 

before dropping it into a box. One card chosen 

from that box matched a prediction Peter had 

written on a slate. 

He then borrowed a business card and carefully 

tore a hole in its center.  Next, he threaded the 

card onto a rope and covered the card with a 

scarf.  Under cover of that scarf, he was able to 

remove the card from the rope with no further 

tearing.  Upping the ante, he threaded the rope 

through the handle of a metal cup and covered it. 

This, too, was removed intact. 

Later, he borrowed a dollar bill and folded it into 

a vague bird-like shape.  Taking on bird-like 

properties, the bill floated in mid-air. 

Next, he used five cups and a squeaky ball.  No 

matter which cup Norman St. Laurent chose to 

hide the ball, Peter was able to determine its 

location.  

Closing the evening, Pat Guida performed an 

odd card trick that involved the use of a tiny toy 

plunger. 
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Dan Sclare’s column 

 

This month, Dan gives us a copy of an article he ran across. 

 

Shuffling Cards 
Every time you shuffle a deck of playing cards, it's likely that 

you have come up with an ordering of cards that is unique in 

human history.  For example, I shuffled a deck of cards this 

afternoon, and my friend Adam split the deck, and this is the 

order that the cards came out it. 

[The layout wasn’t in the copy, but shuffle a deck and spread 

it out in front of you.] 

How many different orders are there? 
There are 52 cards in a deck of cards.  Imagine an "ordering 

of cards" as 52 empty spots to be filled.  How many different 

possibilities are there for what could go in the first spot?  The 

answer is 52— any of the 52 cards could go there.  What 

about the second spot?  Now that you've already chosen a 

card for the first spot, there are only 51 cards left, so there 

are only 51 different possibilities for the second spot.  And 

for the third spot, we only have 50 choices. 

If we stop there, and just fill up the first three spots, that's 

like asking how many different possibilities there are for 

dealing three cards in order.  Here's one of the possibilities: 

{Seven-of-Hearts, Nine-of-clubs, King-of-Diamonds}. 

How many different possible combinations are there for 

three cards in order?  We just multiply how many 

possibilities there were for the first position (52) with the 

possibilities for the second position (51) with the possibilities 

for the third position (50).  So there are 52 × 51 × 50 = 

132600 different possibilities for three cards in order. 

What about a whole deck? We just multiply the possibilities 

for each of the 52 positions, which is 52 × 51 × 50 × 49 × 48 

× 47 × 46 × 45 × 44 × 43 × 42 × 41 × 40 × 39 × 38 × 37 × 36 

× 35 × 34 × 33 × 32 × 31 × 30 × 29 × 28 × 27 × 26 × 25 × 24 

× 23 × 22 × 21 × 20 × 19 × 18 × 17 × 16 × 15 × 14 × 13 × 12 

× 11 × 10 × 9 × 8 × 7 × 6 × 5 × 4 × 3 × 2 × 1.  A 

mathematical way of representing all those numbers 

multiplied together is called the factorial.  We could write 

this as 52!, which means the same thing.  When you multiply 

all those numbers together, you get: 

8065817517094387857166063685640376697528950544088

3277824000000000000.  That number is 68 digits long. We 

can round off and write it like this: 8.0658×1067. 

How many times have cards been shuffled 

in human history? 
That's an impossible number to know.  So let's overestimate.  

Currently, there are between 6 and 7 billion people in the 

world.  Also, the modern deck of 52 playing cards has been 

around since 1300 A.D., probably.  If we assume that 7 

billion people have been shuffling cards once a second for 

the past 700 years, that will be way more than the actual 

number of times cards have been shuffled.  700 years is 

From The President’s Hat 255675 days (plus or minus a couple for leap year centuries), 

which is 22090320000 seconds.  Now, if 7000000000 people 

had been shuffling cards once a second for 22090320000 

seconds, they would have come up with 7000000000 × 

22090320000 different combinations, or orderings of cards.  

When you multiply those numbers together you get 

154632240000000000000, or rounding off, 1.546×1023. 

So, it's safe to say that in human history, playing cards have 

been shuffled in less than 1.546×1023 different orders. 

Is this order unique in human history? 

Probably so.  When I shuffled the cards this afternoon, and 

came up with the order you [dealt yourself in front of you], 

that is one of  8.0658×1067 different possible orders that 

cards can be in.  However, in the past 700 years since 

playing cards were invented, cards have been shuffled less 

than 1.546×1023 times  

So the chances that one of those times they got shuffled into 

the same exact order you see here are less than 1 in 

100000000000000000000000000000000000000000000.  

(That’s 1 in 1044).  

 

 

 

 

 

Dan adds: 

 

Thank you to all CCMA members that attended and 

supported the David Oliver fund raiser.  There were two 

fantastic magic shows!  What a wonderful turn-out.    

(David was able to be there too.) 

 

Magically yours, 

Dan Sclare 

CCMA President/Historian 

Duane Laflin will lecture for us on February 4 at 7:30PM.  

The cost for non-CCMA members is $15.  Pass the word. 

Duane is donating his lecture fee to David Oliver. 
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Blast From The Past 

In Dan Sclare’s Sphinx collection, here’s the Assembly 

report from February of 1948. 

Seen At The David Oliver Benefit 

Show 

Outside the auditorium.  

That’s RVP Joseph Caulfield 

in front. 

Dan Sclare doing his 

part. 

An attendee looks over the silent auction items.  Tom 

O'Brien supervises the booth. 


