
September 2020 

September Meeting: 
And Yet Again Zoom 

F 
or the third survey, the results are split right 
down the middle, so MI Brad Beady has 
decided to exercise caution and meet virtually 

again.  Log on (instructions at right) to join us on 
September 14 at 7PM.  Dinner  is once again up 
to you.  (I’m tired of eating virtual food.) 

10 August 2020  7:10 PM 
 
 
 
With only four of us for the meeting this time, we 
decided not to have a actual meeting. 
Dan Sclare did a tr ick with his business cards, 
called “Perception.” 
MI Brad Beady showed a packet of four jokers that 
one-at-a-time were turned over.  When the cards 
were turned face up, they proved to be aces. 
Dan finished with a trick with two “indicator 
cards.” 
With no more Zoom arrivals, we packed it in. 
 
Concluded 7:31 PM 

www.ctmagic.org 

Minutes of August 
Meeting 

Meetings: 
 
 

Second Monday of 
every month except 

December 
 

—— 
Rockledge Grille 

 
289 South Main Street 

West Hartford. 
 

(I-84 exit 41) 

4 members 
attending, 

virtually 

Topic: CCMA September (Virtual) Meeting 
Description: A Time of Change: Perform any coin, 
money or trick with some change 
Time: Sep 14, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US 
and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82074540893?
pwd=Y2pGR3VqcHpYdXRSRk1sNTN0MHQxZz
09 
 
Meeting ID: 820 7454 0893 
Passcode: 0914 
  

The Zoom Particulars 

Survey Results 

For those that can’t read really tiny print, it says that of 
15 replies, 8 said “Yay” and 7 said “Nay.” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82074540893?pwd=Y2pGR3VqcHpYdXRSRk1sNTN0MHQxZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82074540893?pwd=Y2pGR3VqcHpYdXRSRk1sNTN0MHQxZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82074540893?pwd=Y2pGR3VqcHpYdXRSRk1sNTN0MHQxZz09
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From The President’s 
(Self-isolated) Change Bag 

Hey gang! 
 
This is my favorite time of year.  The new coloring of the 
leaves, the shift away from super-hot weather and, of course, 
the return of all thing’s apple and pumpkin.  (I’m looking at 
you Dunkin Donuts Pumpkin Iced Coffee.  Yummy, yummy.) 
 
It’s a time of change overall, and I have been embracing that.  
I recently moved to a one-bedroom apartment and have 
started to downsize a lot of my magic things.  That process 
involved a lot of internal dialogue such as, “Oh wow, I totally 
forgot about [insert magic item here]!  I remembered when I 
showed it to [person who you showed the trick to that one 
time] that one time!  Aww good times.”  And then I would 
chuck it in the trash. 
 
I think this purging and renewing of a magic repertoire for 
some of us who perform for friends and family.  Honing a 
piece of magic over many performances is something that’s 
required of the professional magician, but for social/amateur 
magicians we have to change our magic, as we can’t our 
audiences.  That’s not to say that we should be continually 
buying the latest and greatest magic item, but rather revisiting 
old favorite items and trying to bring something new to them. 
 
So, in short, change something up in your life.  Try on some 
different colored face masks.  Work on your double lift some 
more.  Drink that new pumpkin beer.  (Or iced coffee.)  As 
Bowie once said, “Turn and face the strange, ch-ch-changes.” 
 
Yours, 
Brad 

A Highlight Of My Collection 
Four Houdini Letters 

by Ann Myrece James, reprinted from Magicol #169,  Nov. 2008 
 

W 
hat is it that makes a certain item in one's collection 
more cherished than all the others?  Is it the 
monetary value or something more?  For me, it is 

the personal connection.  I have four letters written by 
Houdini during the last year of his life.  Of course, just about 
everything related to Houdini has great monetary value.  
However, these letters are important to me because they were 
written to my dad, Walter Schwartz, and because of this, they 
have become a family heirloom. 
 
The first letter was written on December 5, 1925. I can 
imagine my dad's excitement, a 19-year-old magician 
receiving a letter from Houdini.  Houdini writes that he had 
been “talking to your brother, and that is how I got your 
address.”  (My father had two older brothers, Louis and 
Harold.  Both were magicians and I am not sure which one 
was in contact with Houdini.)  Houdini asks if my dad would 
like to sell his three-section handcuff board and what he 
would want for it.¹ 
 
In the next letter, dated August 4, 1926, Houdini says he is 
interested in purchasing it and asks for a picture of the board.  
There is a notation on the letter written by my father stating 
that he “will express the board and locks at my earliest and 
mail the keys to you.” 
 

Dues Are Due  

W 
e may not be meeting in person, but the business of 
the club goes on.  It is time once again to send in 
your annual club dues (a bargain at $25) to: 

Soll Levine 
34 Round Hill Road 
New Britain, CT  06052 

 
Make your checks payable to CCMA. 
We cannot take electronic monies yet, but we’re working on 
making that possible in the near future. 
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CCMA Officers 

President  

Brad Beady bdbeady@gmail.com 

  

Vice-President  

Roger Cisowski mrcmagic@hotmail.com 

  

Secretary  

Dana Ring dana@danaring.com 

  

Treasurer  

Soll Levine soll.levine@sbcglobal.net 

Ann Myrece James’ article, 
continued 

Unfortunately, I do not have copies of my father's letters to 
Houdini, so I do not know how much the board was sold for. 
 
The third letter, of August 16, 1926, is the longest and most 
interesting.  Houdini says he has been out of town.  The boxes 
arrived and were taken to his warehouse in Hoboken and he 
plans to go look them over.  He then responds to a paragraph 
in my dad's letter to him and he says that “Frank Hayden of 
Scotia, N.Y. is claiming that an illusion of the Rahmen Bey 
order coffin, is his invention—I do not know just what he 
means, as there is no invention to it, there is no trick there is 
no fake; you simply lie down in a coffin and breathe quietly.”  
He then asks my father to get him more information on the 
Hayden-Bey matter. 
 
The last letter was dated September 3, 1926, the month before 
Houdini's death.  Houdini asks how much he owes for the 
board and gives his address as the Majestic Theatre, Boston, 
from the 6th to the 18th of September. 
 
I am grateful that these letters have survived.  They were 
tucked away in an envelope in one of my father's scrapbooks.  
They are now in a safe deposit box, with the exception of the 
third letter.  That one is framed along with a recent watercolor 
of Houdini and a Houdini business card, dated 1891, from my 
grandfather's collection.  I also have what I believe to be a 
snapshot of the boards sold to Houdini. 
 
In 1970, I attended the New York State-Canada Conclave of 
Magicians (NYCAN) convention in Niagara Falls, New York, 
with my parents.  I remember that my dad was looking 
forward to seeing the Houdini Museum.  When we got there, 
he looked to see if his handcuff boards were there.  After so 
many years, he was not sure but thought they might have been 
remounted with other cuffs.  How I wish that I had asked 
more questions!  I wonder how much Houdini paid and if the 
check arrived before his death.  I will probably never know.  
 
Ann Myrece collects magicians’ Christmas cards, 
memorabilia of female magicians, and anything related to her 
Schwartz Family of magicians.  You can e-mail her at  
jamesamsj@aol.com 
 
¹ In later letters Houdini referred to it as handcuff “boards.” 
 
 
Ann Myrece James, is the daughter of Assembly #21’s first 
president, Walter Schwartz. 


